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P r ] J’D P IJ r} - Y . PUBLIC wPOLCGY 0 iRS G.ii.Corr In the
J“ _J" J“ S lost iss-

- = e of this megazine I scid that lirs Oorr
Jonue . HPL Mailing ¢ a = 1
:540'65' TRaTy 1958 _E Hmaliy ”jb hed sugzested that non-Fepong shovldr't be
Jo. 82, Wrlter ¥Willis, 170 Upper A . A
Nowbownards Rd., Helfsst N.Ireland allowea to kave contributions in TP, T
e Bl L iR hawe since checked the reference ir Gan-
» < zine end find that ny memory nust kave been
at fouldt. Hrs Carr made nc such sugsestion, rnd I apologise for my miskeke. I hall
be rore coireful in future.

Demn Grennell sy thaks to you and ileCoin & Eney for the info mation dbout the sit-

wation in Japun at the time of the atom bombing, ruch af which ves
aew to me, //Shelby Vick can still be reached at his old ad.ress which hovever is
Box 493, not alas the muzber you Mhad by heart and after all these years!, tut you
might have difficulty getting a Teply after I hadn't heard from him for o long time
! sent him a posteard reaging "vwas it something I s0id" and necrly a yeor leter I
=t o letter back smying he'd been too busy even te send a reply rending, sirsly,
"o, He's bem trying to ereah the px merket with detective storics md ruming 2
duplicatirg business and ccurting 2 girl Is in acd health «nd hppy, oid sty came
oecds Inte fandom one of these deys, I sent hiv o copy of The Harp Stateside (mntch?)
and got one of those "Thavk Tou'" eords———m a gnature, just a little puffin in the
cornor, biushing. I trezsurc it more then some four pege letiors of coxmai,

L hive sem a man plunge tiz hend inte melten leods epparently it's snfe @ough
11T the natural cil of the skin hes not reeently been washed off. I re:ember once
when Uorol wes a baby ond Madeleine wes worried about her mct gzining weight foss
emugh, I mode lead weights so we could weigh her.on the kitchen senles. T molted
ey sow old gs-piping I'd taken out when wi ring the house for eleetricity, melted
1% dovn in 2 cocol G And pourcd it into old rsdic screeming eans. Then I drilled
foles in 1t to brirg it down to the correet weight., Onec I drilled too docp ond hod
To pour sone more lead inte the hele. Unfortunately I had forgotten to anpty out the
woker vhich hod entered the hole vhen I put the weight in the sink to cool i%; there
¥s °n explesion and oiling lend sprayed 211 over me, It didn't hure, wen the
stuff that hit me in the YOS,

"ATIZ" is mn By de Cologne. Don't you rend the Ledies Home Joumnal? You won't
set thig information theore, tat “eod" waa originally short for "secdomitcH, It's
since been cuphcmised to 2 less indelicate tem of cbuse, like fugshend. //YHOS is
four Hymble & Obedient Scrvant.// Loved that about the "trove of ercdulifyt,

RAY SCHEFFER Your sugrestion about giving owxy people as priges hos clrecdy been

adopted by the Daily Sketeh here, probatly the lowest of nll the Brit-
1sh prpers. 4s o corpetition vrize recently they offored the services of on o
scldier who wes W 1ling + do anytaing legal for the wimer, //'I note thot ‘“meter-
iedier: hes been scientifienlly digproven, I misscéd this--vhen did it hoppen? I'n
ReEming you nean philossphical moterisliam of course, the doctrine thot modter
I2ther thry ide2s is the prime rewlity. Last I heard, this wing of philcsenby s
in quite o thriving conditicn. It wos certainly net disturbed by Heigemnberg's
Uncertzinty Prindiple, Planck's uantunt Theory or any & scoveries in ctomie shysics.
%0 Informetion about the constituticn or behawvicur of matter could wosd bly cnet
ony doubt on ite reclitys quite the reverso,

Lpohougquets Apypreciation regigtered for: wWarner's Son oFf Scuth Gaote & vhore 013 iems
. Co..omd how intercsting he mikes hie 1life end Jjeb sound,...the ceccount
by Jemn Yenmig of heor brush with the salesmon...indy's sputnik coveragc....ill of SF
0¥ how lucky we are to hove Bl cn & Tucker, . .Phyllis's fellow-trovellers. .. Jonke's
A% Ml cowstie coments...Boyd Rocburmn' s explonation about jagz te Our Unfoir Ledy.
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R S N N ESTY vell, 1t lacka as 1T 2 g0 .ded agilin; doesi'yu it
ALGHD FOR SREXICE! 'l:h:l..'.: pocr Toclish foreigner Jurlurg that fhe .Liomﬂer NS
a fine liberal magazine representing qualities like generos-
ity, honesty, freedecm, 'orotherl.v love and denocracy which we adtmire -in- Ameried, and
generally having far more in common with the signatories of the Declaration of Ind-
cpendence thean with George III or his sculmate in Seattle-—aamd all the time it wes
undnerican! I don'y know whether all you pw ple have rezlised the full hormor of that
damming revelation in Gemzine, but boiling than down the facts now disclosced amount
to this: nc more, nc less.
The R-aporter was founded by one Max Asceli, vho is 4 REFUGEZ FROM ITALY!
His wife's meiden name vas Rosenweld. (4 JEWISH NAVE)
A)m erc 20 yoars ago she divorced 2 nan called Alfred Stern, (AWOTHER JEWISH
I\Luu.l_; .
Barely 8 years after she divoreced him this fellow Stern lcd o word: on albeny
during some housing emergancy :md occupiod the legislative chambers, (I beg your
pardon~—correction. he didn't zetually leed 2 march, he led & 'morch', md the
occupetion hed quetes round it teo so maybe he ddn't rezlly merch or ocaipy the
chtmbera, he just pretcendcd to do s in some sneaky Comny sort of mzye)
Mr & Mrs Asccli arc LOADED WITE DOUGH and contribute to politienl ITRONTS which
“rc OPERATED by one arthur Goldsmith (ANOTEER JE-ISH KAUE!) vho “etuclly hos the
erve to live in the Waldorf (L.NO"‘HER JE{ISE NaME! 1), adnittealy he doesn't seer
to have a roegm ~t the Woldorf, just a LuIR, but itm get guite sure wint the aiff-
erence is, }mving led o sneltered life. The next time I check into o hotel I must try
cgking for a deuble lair, with bath, ¥M_ybs it's cheaper,

I Xnow this sort of high class logic is pretty difficult for somc of you to follow,
ut i you were & diseiple of cur sroat lender the late Swmator MeCrrithy, yoar would
sct ot once that the above indictment which drs Carr has quoted for our cdification
from the Seattle Post Intclligenece is CONCLUSIVE PROOF that The Reportor ~nd overyonc
comected with it directly or indircetly by warrizge or former narricge is mot crdy

. CGALITE but probibly a JE¥ ind o REFUGES FRCH IT4LY :nd lives in o LAIR poid for by
'uOJOOW GOLD, and is pmbably 2 dero as well. well sir, I think ve mus® o1l be humbly
oratoful to lirs Carr for thie fine exarple of wntl—bms:nc.mcm though®, csnecially us
ignorint foreigners vho arc sometlrm.s stupid enough to Judge mogazines by what they
g2y instead of finding cut first who thc editor's wife might haowve diverccd 26 ye&rs
ago =md what he's besn doing since. - hat o fine representative Krs Corr ia to us of
211 thet is best in =merica! How nobly she illustrates the finer nspocts of ncriem
thought! So gr* tefizl are we benighted fordmers for dMrs Carr's kindly instruction
thot IT'6 like to suguest we take baeck that hervid femzle in New Yoz horveur, who is
nsaceinted wdth RLDIC.LS smd REFUGEES, 'md substitute a gigantic stofuc of our be-
loved tenchor Krs G.ul.Corr,

«1d nov 1 have o confeassion ve nike. £o ing pir“d was I by the exzmple of the keen
minds of the Seattle Post Intel ligence that I dashed dowa to the Wesber: Uviom Office
ond sent the following cable te jur Hucvers

Sllg('ec"" you investigate womrn currertly enrlling nergelf Gerbrude Crxr ond
. ATTRG from a LuIR at 531G bBallord, Seattle Rolatives wore NRDIUCTES
Trom eountry bordering on RUScIa., She is LOADED wITh IOUGH 'md coatributes
to amateur journclist FRONT faurdes by “OI.ZE 5SS ol kmowm by code nome EnPi.
Corresponds with kmeown ReDIC.LS, JEUS, T l:cUTEL, ZGGTHANS, JICOER-LOVERS mnd
POREIGNERS, Listributes scerchly printsd N;;’g 'ndl sheets awvabaiving oode
measages, coraunications from FUREIGN RaDICLLS. indee snt motericl mnd prige
gendi for ideology of foreim q'.l"ul—rﬁ,llg‘l“‘lIS/OPL_nmlNG from & LLIR in Rome,
ltaly, claiming tc be founded by JESVISH R.DIC:L in Middlle Eost. Scen reeantly
in Chic gombling »md driving in forcien cars. Cbzerved by infomer in disgaise
in Chicage in 1952, Suggest immediate crrest and intervogotion of cll relatives
"md suspension of Jusband from cmploymant. Be firm Hr Hoover; bet un 2s you
BWeLp as you cleon.
I vvs o 1ittle wrricég at first in case ny onthusicsm might involve somg aabarrassment
for Mrs Carr, but then I ranarbered she nesured us thet the innoecent hod nething to
fenr from tl'n_s tyne cf thins, God bless Lirs Cnrr! God swWe wmerien!



} CHOSE FANDOM

or
"1 WAS 4 FUGGHEAD FOR THE N3

4s I would be very surprised if any of you
remember, we left our herces worldng like
iy eager and inky beavers on the third issue
THE WILLIS JEMOIRS of Slant. They were voiling in the shadow
PART ITI 1949-1950 of & Ueerber 19th deadline, which hed been
given to them in the simmer by Ted Tubb
as the datc of 2 burper SFS mailing Ffor
Christmas, It vas a deadline which as time
vent on seemed to exercise 2 hypnotic fiscinction anm the hole of Aritich fendem:
like & hen hypnotised by a chalied line on tne grond, they secmed wneble to think
oI inything else. By the end of Novembor thore kodn't becn an 82 for five ronths,
Ben Bulmer vrotes
The idea was to heve cn igh out by now «nd 2 bunper Christres runber
in the m2ils for the olokes to digest with their Christres pud, I
nope that still works out, ut everything seems to hawe tummed cgoingtd
USases
Vince hos big plzns to get out on SN every month comnencing with
the New Yeor,,,
Vinee hingclf explained:
The duplicntor vhich Ken Sleter lonned the SFS has tumed cut rother
& diseppointnent (instecd of reans of SHVews). We'vs had o lot of
bother with it, serpping finished stencils right and lcft, ond in
aesperctior Kmn has gomn ond donc it. Bought o Gegtotner with cato—
mrtie feed, nutowntic counter, nnd Ali one noeds do (we hopc) is
tumm 2 little hmdle like mod., If it works, thejob of tuming out
& menthly News, which I was contenpliting doing on Sloter's cursed
centroption, vwill be no bother ot 11,
co«oThis is The Epicentre (point around whieh things oceur)
s1gning off,
o oy kmovlodge this wos the first recorded uge of The Epicontre s o nome for
84 Irtyton P 2K, onu of the most Pawicus fan ~2daresses, It was naither the first
ror the lest nention of its Holy Greil, 2 monthly SHY,

Cn 2th Jecanber I Teplied to Vince, in 2 letter mhich tumed out to be prophetic
in mere v@ys thon one. ..
I renlly 0 nore plenased cbout the new dupliecetor thon vou would
thirk-—-it's guite impertont for isol .ted foma like us to feel tha
there re2lly is a live ewntral orgénisation in being, and T've olweys
becn worried that it might fold and leawe us high ond dry. Hovewver
there seams no danger of that with you people in chorge. ..

oo dhy net 2 World Conventien in Londen during the Fegtivel of
£ritein? I've been thinking of sterting & ecampaign for it, lile
sncary's South Gate In 58 (but it's hord te think of o thyme for
lendom or B51). There hos beon scre dea ltory trlk among fmericm fons
about = world Cenvention in Icndon, rnd there'll never be crother
opportunity like the Festival, .. 3



mearsnile we'd toon *oiling ewwy thres nights a week onm Slont, cheercd up to-

wexds the end by ¢ landetory reviev of Slant 2 in fLpezing vaich rid Ballord kindly
typed out end cimmailed over. The Heinlein novel 'Culi” had just oppecrod in sst-
ctnding and some things in it £o armoyed me that my editorial ooiled overs so I
chopped the lot off s~né sent it along o Yed Tubb, who had just dsked me for mater-
i) for the Great Christiucs SIW. This was the first time I'd wer suoalcted any-
thing to another fanzizne, for re2sons which I'd surlier told Ko Bulmer vhen he
agxea me to o gomething for Wirvane...

...1'm a bit diftident about ny own stuff; &s long 2s it's only in

Slent it's OK tut I showdid hatc to think it was cluttering vp saic

other fmzine becmuse the editor weos too kindneartod.
I did meke 2n offer later wo vaite 2 regular cclum for SN, Wt Vince ignored it.

The iten in Slant 3 we were most proud of--—justifiably, <z it twned out--wes
Jockson's 'Svordsmen of Vamis', Tt in our innocence we thought it wes westly
pretty good. Apert from the stories by ackemzn ind bvinig, which 1've alrecdy mer-
tioned...we didn't think ~ lot of thaa but vwe were impressed by the Eig imes and
their generosity in sending than...there wos the retitled story by Xen Vuluner, il-
lustrated oy James's first atianpt ot delinenting--or delinonting--a humen igure.
(Thm ugh what he regarded as 2 grievous error on the part of the editorici depart-
ment, the story mntained no spaceships.) Sinee we now had emough mnterial from
outside I had thankfully ziven wp trying to write fictien, but I 4 usel one of my
plot ideas for ¢ competition, giving the readers a situation and-osicing them to
1igure how it could hazve came about. (We got one entry.) 1t seaned to me & the
time thet it wams far toc comy and clefashioned an idea tc meke o resl astory cut
of it, wt five years later Fritz Leiber wrcte the idwsmtical plot up in Golexy wnd
m’de & pclished sophisticated jeb of it; whoch just snows thalt & zpod wough crofis-
nn cen ncke o silk purse out of o gow's car., I also hod an editoricl (md o short
colwm ond some readers’ letters (the real cnes dida't seen lively emougi)——amd 1
had actuzlly dreamed up 2 errtocn. I mern thit litcrally——-it cime to me in 2
dreom. It moy not bave been & very gocd carteon but it wes the first one we!d are
h~d, Besides I thought it was = rt of interesting: you know the wiy you oficn
Tite wnole wonderful novels or direct film masterpieces in your mind while you're
nuleepy, or solve te ridiule of the Universe or somsthing, out you never zet any
of it writta down before you forget it. Well, this time T did get wp ol vaite i+
dovtr. It wasn't the work of sheer genjus I thought in my sleep, Wt it wos cll
right for o filler and ezsy to cut in iine...2 picturc of a coffin with the copt-
ion, "The Case For Shaverim." The whole issue ren to 26 pages this time...wost of
then closely printed, since I'd new bought ancther half femt of <ype...and repres-
nted several montrs of our spare time.

The 26th page, the outside bzecover, we had left wntil the very last bucouse it
wos all news items and liste of the Astoundings we wanted or had for cxehinge. Ey
Sunday 11th December, well on schedulc, we had it provisionally szt up ~nd were
ruriing off a few advance copies for cash subseribers smd otaer cxeeplional people
———vhen disaster strack.

The press we were ucing, the one I had smuggled out of the chomist's atiic, was
basically just e metal box. The type stood in the box itself and the poper vas
t}lckod inside the lid. To print you simply closed the box and zpplicd prescure
vith & crude lever consisting of 2 kanle with 2 sort of cem at the end, There had
2l been on arrangerent vhereby & roller was pulled back ond forth from om inking
nlate ox to the type, tut we never used it becausc it didn't seem to ini propecly.
Instend we tock it off snd I inked the type vhile James vworked the press; this
-.visicn cf lebour vwea beczuse James was bigeger and I wes nimbler. 45 I vas rollinsg
“ue mllex on the typec hc was putting in the paper: as I was rolling the roller o
tae lnring plate (v& used 2 piece of glass on newspaper) he was beoring dovm on the



levers and 2s he vwas picking up onother piece of paper 1 vos paucdng cut the fin-
lohed sheet, The degres of synchmnisation required wius nerwve-wrtcking vut we used
to vork up tc some remarkable--and dangerous--specds. “he reason the press's own
irnidng gyster didn't work was one we didn't find oul for & lonz time...tkat a print-
ing press is not supposcd to print a type arse of mwich more *aou hol? the size of
the zren ef the bed. Ours, on the other hand, vwes so full of tyne taot ws didn':
wal hawe room in the bod for tie wedges (techmienlly, quouins) that ore used to
tighten up the type so it =11 stends straight, Instead we used to hrpmer in little
strips of metal wntil we couldn't force in rny more. The power we hed to use to
print all thisstuff--all told tyne, too—-was so colossal thet the solid steel of
tae bed and platen had ossumed & visibly carved shape.

Liowever cs I wes saying we werc running oif a few alvance copies of the last
raze. It vas ancther closely printed one, and Jemes wis bercing dowr vwith all his
velght ond strangth, his 6' §' off the ground, vhen there wis a sharp explosion,
Jenes eollapsed on the flocr wnd pieces of steel flew SuToss 2he room like shrapnel.
ciadeleine c2me dasghing wp stairs o swe wth kad hopponed. The lever hod disinteg-
reted, Haplessly we tried putling “he press o the flcor and stauding on it, then
Junping up and down on it, tut 2ll we 2ot was & vipue smdre, The pressure that
lever exerted must have been alinost inconceivolle. No, we were finicgheds and the
Great Deedline only a weck away. [hat evening 1 wrote o Slsna for o ~eplacemant
lover and, knowing it wouldn't arrive in time if ot 2ll. to Ken Dulmer, spocial
celivery, asking hin to run off & mbstituie loct waze on his nzw Gogbotner. We
were downhearted. ALl thet work, spoiled et the lasl mowens...

My cry for help was just another comiication in the already hectic situation at
The Epicentre. I was by this time practically & part of the 3I'S dircctorate, the
rezional bureaucrzey set up by Ker Slater having Zisintegrated, cnd in faet Slant
vas bang subsidised by a courle of denations ol £1 Trom the SFS furds Ly wey of 2
tulle subscription...and I'd volunteered *o send ou’ the vhole Chrisimasg meiling
fron Belf2st Ghod knows why: partly out of imrooemt hd pfulress I sunpose and
Lrebebly partly so I could make sure thal the mood copies of Slant wess to tha
Tight peple. Anyhow, it wis & nmistake, Tinee @ad Ken were running around in cire-
¢s vrapping up pércels for Belfast and consigning them to the botiorless pit of
the Christwas mails wreathed in ‘Yrpress! labels and folleoiing then with deaperate
notes of corrections, explanations of surpluwes and deficicncies, Goltiled instruct-
“Oua, special instructions and amended apeciel instructions all of viich arrived
b0 |y of the parcels. In tho middle of it all +their stapler broke aand they had
f-o 7l half the SMIs as loose sheets. Meanwhile I was scrat ching my hecd over the
nstmictions, clearing the decks for aetion wnd worrring s already hargssed offi-
¢15ls &t the GPO about the missing parcels, When tho had €11 come it wes quite
Lipresaive, like 2 football pool office cn & Jzturéay maming. Therc were copies
O~ the Gestetnered bacsver of Slent, addiees labuls, lists, <leanbics, STifs stapled
72d logse, Nirvenas, SPS Christmes Cards end BT Hewslebters. ind of course Slants.
~ac 1bot econsignment from the Epicentre axrcived at 10.4™xm cn the morring of Wed-
naslsy the 21st. T had +takoen & day's leave &nd had rost of the pailing in the 2.4%
fii‘ fgt:}on the same é.lfternoon. That included starling SEY, sssanbling the rna.i]_ilflg,
e M WP and gumring dowvm 100 copies, sticking om sticky lebels and then toking
m;;{jﬂgég ;ﬁdainnind Stif!:{l:.ng themJ 2gain m.ith gun be('af".usg ‘.tl‘_-fr:,r veerel't, sf_:ic‘k.\/ enoug.'fls
bo s, Tesses, putting on st s wul posiing vne let v geveral different mail

I wag quietly proud cf this achievement, se differenc I thougat aualy to myself
from the slipshed ineffectivencss of The Evicentre's organisation, ord it vas un-
fuatunate thnt the first recetion from Vince vas on indigmoms outery:

What the blank blark was the ided of not zending Slant ous? You'!ve
got all the trouble of doing labels and stomping another humdred 5



packets, as well as invaiideting eny good sending the gtufi to you mizght
bave dome in the first place! 25 it happens 1'm darmed gled I didn't
put rrach about Slant in SF....

{In fact he had put nothing,) This was an unfortunate misunderstending, wut the
injustice renkled with me deeply for a long time. what hed happened was that Vince
hed given me the wrong address for one Trevor Wilsom, and his mailing had been re-
tumed to Vince, whose address wes on it, It so happened th-t Trevor vas one of
that selfless dedicated group of suckers vho had voluntarily subscribed tp Slani,
even though they would have got free copies as S¥S merbers, and T had sent him one
of the advance copies rm off befere the press droke. (Come > think of ik, this
rust hove been the reason I offered to send off the SFS mailing, s¢ I could aGo
things like this.) Vince didn't knew VWilson's special status of course, and assumed
I hadn't sent Slant to any of the SES murnbers.

leabwiaile bdana had replied o my appeals the medel hedn't bem in production
ginee 19%2 and they offered nc help...typically. I tozk the romains of the old lerex
along to neighbournaood blacksridh end the mighty man made & replacoment out cf
iren, It kept bending under the strain ond wes never ds efficient as tae old one,
but we were able to moXe o reescnsble job of finishing up the Slents lefit over
after the 3FS mailing.

Rooedion to the 100 or so already sent out to Byltisa fandom nad beoen very dis-
appointing. Up tc 2nd Jonuary 195C we hed had only 3 lobters. &s I wro te to K
Talmer: "Porhaps vhen o fanzine gets established xro one bothers te writc tc the
slitor tny more. If so, cén't sce Slant lasting mich lomger." at this I wis betla
off then Ken Bylmer, vhe never received one single solitary letter of comment on
the first isgue of Nimwena, {Exccpt, thet is, from me, »nd one from Bob Saosr wdny
yeors lotsr, wie wrote grovely that he had seen & copy scen atter he crme into fen-
dem bat thet it hod token him 211 thig timoe %o understand thé prose po. ) In the
ciramstences it wes surprising that the reference to Nizvens in Slant 3 ("4 fao-
maz with o future") should have proved s prophetic,

Ken however wesn't discoureged, anéd sent me one of those wenderful leng revitel-
iging letters of his (four poges, one parsgraph), so hearta ing thet 1 imuediate.y
sent him & nine page interim (!) reply. It ended casually: "Have discovered through
letter in Fantagy Review unknowa fan in Northern Irecland. Lot on his vrack, 1l
probebly start my own crgenisation!!" The unknown fan waes George Charters. le cime
up in response to ry invitavion, tut for a long time his vigits were very infrequ-
ent ond he would just =it quietly in the comer while Jwmes end I wodred cn Slant.
Wo (idn't like tc adk kim to help and he was too diffidect to voluntesr.

Other encouraging things that happened about thig time included & letter Ircm
wclrerman reporting he had sold 'Swerdsmen of Vamis' teo 2 prozine, one from Jam-
211 suggesting that Slant suthors might like *o subuit to New Worlds, ond & story
from Ted Tubb, (I asked him for more like it ut he said "the other efforts of
mirc to become on euthor are of a totally different typo—--adventurous, spoce stuff.
To be truthfnl, they are all corny.") =s Ken said "1I% Teally begins to lock 2s
though Slant is becoming 2 fercing medivm for fan authors inte pro elthough, rother
noturally, I'm not thinking thet woy mysel?."

e

L rore digoourcging developmant was 2 letter frem o roader pointing cut that
the Tvons story in Slant 3 hed already bean printed in Peon. I vwrote ond opolegised
to Lee Kiddle, who was very nice about it ani scid he'd guessed I hodn't know:. He
a2lse thought the ackerman stoxy had alrecdy appeared in Shangri-L2, I rcetliscd solc-
min hed figured Slant's circulation would be 2lmest 211 im Englend so it wouldn't
~~ther about the shories clrcady having appeared in hmeriea; tut I wes ooyed all
the some and acguired a dislike for sckermen which 1 gidn't lose until I mot hin
,;\ i 15515



L kad now been fanning for two yeoars with a pall point pen and I wes getting
tirzd of it, T vasn't the only one. Kean said: "I em thinking of inaugurating & func
cutitled "Great Froject for Humenity and the Nationzl Heclth Fye Schene. Fighting
end. - typewriter for the willis. Puy shares ete."” One day I saw in the office an
old typewriter belonging to the head of the Registry, mn eccentric old doy vho liked
@ tinker vith jurk. It was in fact the some mwm o the sume typer vho hod typed
out for me tho meterisl for the originel unpublished Slant of 1547. Tho typer was a
threc-bank 0liver, the same model as the dreaded Shav-Eercy typer frequartly malign-
od Wt still used by Johm Berry, but in fact quite @ decent machine in the hends of
@ayone wio isn't & mechunicel moren. It's only real fault is slowness———the letters
arc mounted on concentric half hoops which loom @bove the paper like 2 couple of
eopitheatres, and it takes & vhile for thaen to make the descent and rosume their
places-—but it's plenty quick erough for two fingers. However it definitely looked
quaint and primitive, and it was the only typewriter I'd ever seen that lccked as
if I could afford to buy it. I borrowed it with the intention of holding ocn to it
if T could (I later bLougat it fo £3) ang one derk February night Jeres end T carr-
ied it home from the man's garage slung belwean us on @ broomstick. The first thing
I did or it was a leticr to Ker Bulmer. I don's nave a copy of this: I have the or-
iginal, ..

et not this startling develcpment wedken the effort of the Fightiag
Amd, This extraordibery contraption is one James and I dregged
through a driving rainstom: last night end we shall probahly hawe to
resurn it before I lewrn to use it, thoush I kope to pui encther
finger to work vhen I find where all the lettors axc. You ore gebving
the carbon because thz ico copy is rapidly being completely ocovered
wit.h the pareffin tast wes poured over the wosks. However this is
one letter from me that you will Le ble to read.
“fier two double-spoced pages of comrent quotes on Ken's story in the lost Slent
ond ganerel gossip, it aaded. s ‘
Well, this is &bout killing me, so 1'll close now. The things I do for
fandom! Cute the woy they do exclamayp oh dear exclamotion morks on
these machines. It's all very intercshing, but maybe it would have
oeen quicker to set the letter wp ard print it. That would hove
shaken you!

Repetion to this wes highly satisfetory--o 45 page letter including o threc-
aect pley cbout foms dying from shock at gotiing legible letters from rmc. I dobated
for somc time about publishing thiv, lut decided ageinst it beccuse of ite limited
interest, I've just held exnctly the smse debote with exactly the stne rosult, Bat
instead of throwing this letter in bhe wistobodket with the rest 111 pnss it on to
Ker g0 he ean incorporats it in big memndre,

Ag you'll probably have noticed, T vas gravitating tovards Ken rother thon the
other inmtc of the Epicentre; Vince Clavke, Partly boctuse I wos o litile imcitet-
ed with Vince over 211 thc past deloys rnd confusion about SN, paritly becruse of
the wey he bhad assurmed my stupidity over the affair of the Christnns noiling ond
partly tecmuse he seemed to be sudicddly igmoring Siant. Thiz ounds very k) i
know. The only exeuse I can put wp for oy fommer self is that Slont ropresseated an
omous invegment of our time ond energy, mdrccomition was the only »dburn we
hed to expect: mbconse iously we muspectcd we wore being migs mé we woanted ro-
Gseurcnee, I suppose. Bosddes, or probably beonuse orf thesce prejudices, I got the
iapression from Vinee's lehters of he time thut he vas & moody type. Ken's letters
werc enthusiastie, friemdly and cineere, while Vince's were much less frequent and
ccmed offkand and patronising, I vimaljmed hin as & conceited seering psendo-
intelliectual,. W g, pipbatly cvisuald o meekis @, esger-beaver provincicl muisance 7
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and upgtart.

Five months went by enid rutterings of discontent among the provineial feas with
no wgn of the pmjected monthly SHV, When it did come, towards the end of June, I
looked eegerly for 1y pmmised bouguet. But instead of editorial comuent on Slant
there was & fulsome advertisement, vhich didn't seem to me to be the sane thing at
all, I vas bitterly disappointed, Wt vrote fairly celimly to Ken...
Three hours ago I retummed bronzed and fit from four days hosvelling
in the s#ntrim gzlens. Ready for anything, I thought I was, even &
Shever story in 4SF. But not for SENG! THAT AD! Ton't you reolise,
PEOPLE WILL THINK I WROTE IT. Woe woe woe. L'll never live it dovm.
And whnt will Slater think. Seriously, it wes very mice of you, but
would you mind mentioning to the other bods that it vasn't my idea
to mzke thcse cxtrevagant claims for Slant. Dignified restraint,
that's my racket, It vas & kind thought to say a few xind words abeut
S tuv if it had locked like editorial comnment rather thar o paid advertise-
ment I should have vewn even more grateful. However thanks @11 the
same, and ro hard feclings.
4nd Jeter, in the course cf n page of comients cn SHN...
Quotes, Nptes & Reviews, Let us be honest. I am no less subject to
the sing of the spirit than those of the flesh so I an & bit dig-
appointed thet there is ne mention of us kerc. I had expected you
might mention cur coming reprints ir prozines or Cedric's successes.
I shovld have thougnt they would have been newsworthy arough. Brit-
ish fan authers crash preczines. However 1 can see you ere short of
space and I suppose in a way since everyene in the SFS gots § anyvey
there is ne peint in menticning it, os if it werc a proper sub-
scription fanzine.
Note the implied accusation of ingratitude, I must have felt slightly ashamed,
The above sounds territle now I look &t it in cold tlood, Pay no
attention, e, behaving like a prima donna,

4fter about a month's silence from the Epicentre, I got & reply to this letter
from Vince:
dyn stonding in for Ken for the tine being as he is trying to throw
off the effects of reading 'Seven Days In New Crete! with a stiff
dose of 'World Below' (the benighted ignorammua aint read it!). In
any case I have 2 bone or three to pick with thee,

Firstly (logical minded we sf fans--always putting first things
first), 1 must plead muilty to dushing off the copy for that ad, of
yours. Secing that you were printing Ken's stories, I waz unowere
that 'diginified restraint' was your racket. s the SPS members cl-
ready receive Slant, theonly people it vould or could impress would
be the humble neophyte, and the h.n, takes everything thots printed
or mimeoed in 2 fonzine as gospel truth, Natch, He hasn't hod o
chance to learmn better. 4nd you wanted the dum thing advertiscd
didn't you? Even the 'Times' would be pretty expansive if it wont
in for advertising.

How about this for the next igh? Right on our back cover.

SLANT

can't
shock your maiden aunt
Each stery

is terrific
Alsp scientific
8 Each article
is a perticle



of wit from & higher gphere
Yet SLANT supernal
can be your journal
For a mere twe bob a year,
He apologised for missing out the news about prozine reprints amd then, after a
page of ncews and gossip...
Lot us chant
In praise of 'Slant’,
Closely printed in solid black
Picture on the front cover
fdverts on the back,

This letter got me mad. That kit about "closely printed in solid blads" struck
home specially deep, because I knew I'd bought the wiong kind of iype, but mpart
from thet I thought the letter wis sarcastic nd superior and clever-clwer, So I
flew off the handle and told Vinee just what I thought of him, I havan't zot o copy
of this letter beecause I dashed it off at work with a pen, and I hoven't gt Vince's
reply either, I think because I was so ashomed of myself afterwards thot T destroyed
it ond tried to forget the vhole incident. But of course I didn't, I ramenber it
vividly., I always remember, Ghod help me, ocvecasions when Y mdce a fool of mysclf.
Vince had got my letter the following evening, Thursday, on his retum from work
and md stayed home from the White Horse rnswering it, It wes 2 sincerc ~nd friendly
~nswery without the slightest truce of superiority or sareasmg and it hit me like 2
bomb. It impresscd me deeply thet Vince should stoy oway from the White Horses. ..
udang whet.seemed fo me the supreme fannish sacrifice...just to strcighten out e
f:onfused neofan like me: even morc, that he should think ny friendship worth keep-
ng, or making, vhen he could so etsily have tom me apart or just ignorcd ne.
Anyveys I was grateful, end have bewn grateful ever since. It mey not zeem o very
inportant incident to describe in such detail, Wit it vas ioportamt €5 me, It wes
the first re2l lesson I learned from fandom abd I've never forgottan i, I've
lcoamed a lot from fandem since but I think thab vas the nost irportant ond perhaps
if it hrd been someonc otier thon Vinee Clarke I'd never have lenrned it until it
was too late,

Vince said I seemed o have = chip on my shculder. My first rcaction wos shocked
incrcdulity, but then I locked at ny mental shoulder———and there it wos, 4 chip,
if there erer wes one. 411 of 2 sudden I realiged what h=d been heppening to me.
11 my 1ifc T have thought of myself as = mild ad inoffensive person-—toe mild
nd incffensive, Vha I ceme into fondom and started as it were 2 now life in this
new world, I autematic2lly tried to correct this defect in my mumdene charncter, I
¥as over-compensating, overlooking the fact that these new people didn't Juow I
was 2ctually a mild and inoflensive person. Tp them I just looked to hove o chip on
my shoulder. It wag a startling thought. As I ve said half seriously before, fondom
1s a wonderful school of character training afid, as you'll probably see fram other
evidence in these memoirs, the understanding snd frenkness of other fams has changed
me o lot through the yuars, md is still changing me. I still do stupid things in

fmd?h:, Wt thank ghod the intervals betwecn them seem to be getting appreciably
grentor,

That momentous letter of Vince's was in the latter haolf of July, aad we'lve jumped
checd six months. But we're now in 1950, which wag the start of my reclly becoming
aetive in fondom and so many things were hippming—=e vigit fto England and the
Bpicentre, contacting Eric Frenk Russell, ilanly Banister and Lee Hoffmen, the entry
of Bob Shaw, ete---that it wuld be impossible to follow strict chranological order,

_ So back to March 1950, when I got another momentous letter...though I must a@dmit
it didn'¥ look rmch at the time., It was in pale blue ink in an almost supine backhand
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handvriting from somecne in Dagenham....

Dear lir Ellis, &sic}

Meny tharks for the Spring 1950 issue of Slant, I lope
that the enclosed magazine is suitable for a 'subscription'. If the
prozine offer is orly open to US fen and/or you have a good s:ipply of
English reprints, you can have the 2/- postal order instead.

+ooCam you give me any information about the British Science Fantasy
Socicty? I've heard of it before, but dbn't know anything definite,

It's mumoured that 'Fantasy Review' is folding snd that Gillings
will start a prozine., I1f this heppens to be true, your meg. shculd
Jjump into F.R.'s place as the leading British fanzine.

Cordially,
Chuck Harris

PS, How did you get my address? It must have come from the States
because I only Xnow one other Anglofan. I suspect Ron Friedman.

I was a bit annoyed about that BERE Weird Tales.,.I could flog a US edition of a
promag for 2/- any time, mt any ERZ was worth just nothing...tut I was polite., I
wes learning....

Thanks for your letter, and the magazine, The latter is quite OK.
4fter all I did sy any prozine, and 1 didn't happen to hove bought
that one yet.

It was indeed Ron Friedman tiat I got your address from, or at
least from his fmzine. Fuuy you shouldn't have been in touch w th
the SFS. You can get the gen from Ken Balmer, 84 Drayton Park, Hign-
tury, L ndon N.5. Sub is 5/- a year end it entitles you to Nommen
hshfieclB's ALMMHIC as well as SEANT.* Also the club orgen, THE SCIENCE
PANTASY NEWS, which was amounced in the last igsue dated Christmes
2g about to go monthly. You will drew your gwn conclusions. Thougl
they’re not unlikely to be erronecus. The London Cirele hag periods
of inactivity, tut it never quite dies.

It seams to be quite definite, or as definite 2s these things over
be, that Gillings is gping to revive RANTASY as & sister to NEJ WORLDS,
incorporating some of the features of FR. Thank you for the Tfiottering
renarks 2bout SLANT'g status in that contingency, btut I stould imagine
that Ken Slater would have something to sty about that,

*No refunds!

1 never got o reply to this letter, I passed om Chuck's name to Ken Bilmar, along
with thet of one Dave Cohen of Manchester who hadé sent me a weird letter purporting
to be & communication from an inhabitant of & plenet ealled Botturor in the Wiy
Way, end forgot about it.

_ _Until'next month, that ig, when a copy of the ISFCC zine THE EXPIORER arrived
with a little story by C.R.Harris which I liked. I trrned up the previous corres-
pondence and made with the orchids and blandi shments:

I was going to quote the letter nere but I've been wondering 2oout scmething and
I think I'11 just stop here until I see what yoeu think about it. Do you like reading
cther peple's correspondence? I do. I'm one of these who belicve thot there'!s no
such thing a2s an uninteresting letter...at least when it's written to [omeoie else.
It's sort of like am unseripted live telcovision interview——-anything con heppoen, or
at least you can get all sortg of fescinating sidelights and insights into wnersonal-
ities, things which you weren't meant to see. But meybe some of you just find cther
pecple's letters all unless they affect you persenslly or have litergry mexrit? If

so let me know, because I've got an awful lot of old letters here I'm rot guite sure
how o deal with,
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